
Evolution of Rural settlement and their causes 



 A settlement denotes the area of  

interaction of a given group of  people and  

includes areas of residential, social  and  

economic activity.  It is a organized  colony 

of human being.  Settlement is a  process  

of grouping  of people and  acquiring of  

some territory  to build houses as well as  

for their economic support. 

 According to Oxford Dictionary, “A  

Settlement is an  assemblage of persons  

settled in a locality. 

 



 A Rural Settlement, as the point of origin and primary 
residence of human society. The concept of evolution of rural 
settlement includes the colonization, spread and competition of 
different groups in the process of origin and growth of rural 
settlement. 

Hierarchy of  Rural Settlement- 

                   

 Isolated Dwelling        Hamlet     Village 



 No one knows where or when exactly the first settlement 
began to grow. 

 According to some anthropologist, the first settlements began 
to form approximately in Neolithic Period. 

 Settlement came into existence 

   because mainly of gregarious  

   nature of man. 

 The first settlement were a  

   system of village which had  

   some degree of interaction. 

• A settlement grows through interaction with its environment 
and the settlements around it. 



 Settlement began to grow rapidly because of the obvious 
advantages of sedentary life. 

 People began to identify themselves with places. 

 Although at first they served the purpose the protection from 
natural hazards, later emerged more as a focus of complex 
human activity. 

 The process of evolution has not 

   been uniform everywhere and  

   the rate of change was very  

   slow, under other circumstances 

   it was rapid and quite remarkable. 



1)Aryan Period (1700 B.C- 1100 B.C)- 
      Rural community was well- organized and self sufficient 
unit. The Rig Vedic Aryans were mostly scattered in villages. 
Houses, small forts and village assembly halls are mentioned as 
an integral part of a village. E.g. Puru. 

 



2)Epic Period (1100 B.C – 600 B.C) 
    Due to paucity of records, it is impossible to weave out a 
detailed net of the evolution of settlements during the Ramayana 
and Mahabharata period. The tribal areas mostly under a system 
of confederacy existed side by side.  Though no definite rural 
settlement is on record, it appear to be certain that the agrarian 
landscape maintained the continuity of Aryan settlements in 
grams to feed the warriors, cultivators and other member living 
under the Aryanized social order. E.g. Rudrakoti, Madhuvati etc. 



3) Buddhist Period (600 B.C – 325 B.C)- 
    During this period, rural settlement were of compact type 
mainly along the trade routes and in river valleys. Each village 
had a common pasture land for the cattle and also a jungle to 
provide wood for building and fuel. The entire village was 
enclosed by a fence of bush but the individual field were not 
enclosed. E.g. Plum village, Hajipur etc. 



4)Pre-Muslim or Rajput Period (800 A.D – 1200 A.D)- 

 The established new villages, the land was put under 
continuous tillage, new settlement and hamlets were founded 
and even the marginal land was brought under plough. E.g. 
Jaipur 

 



The rural settlement are characterized by compact villages. 
Houses are cluster of mud huts with roofs made of clay tiles and 
few amenities. E.g. Lucknow 

 



5) Maratha and British Period(1700 A.D – 1947 A.D)- 
 The settlement pattern could not change before the arrival 
of British's due to lack of peace and security. Big villages 
surrounded by canal in plains and walls in plateau. Population 
increased and more land brought under plough. E.g. Guntur. 
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6)Post – Independence Period(1947 A.D – Present)- 
 After Independence new government rural policies help to 
increase facilities in the rural area. Economic activities are in not 
only based on primary level but also in secondary level. House 
pattern and type also changed. Concreate houses, paths, high 
school, college etc. can be seen. Most are nucleated settlements, 
while others are more dispersed. E.g. Bagaliya, khoiri etc.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bylund’s Model: One of the very first attempt at formulating a 
model to explain the evolution of settlements is that made by 
Bylund. Bylund (1960) postulated a four phase model to describe 
the types of colonization process applicable to the spread of 
settlements from a “mother settlement”. This model is restricted 
to such areas where “mother settlement” are arranged along a 
coastline.  

Hundson’s Model: Bylund’s model was subsequently improved 
upon by Hundson(1969). He postulated that the process for rural 
settlement evolution are essentially the same as those made by 
ecologists in which the original settlers reproduce and their off 
springs subsequently settle in the available space close to the 
original homestead before occupying more distant areas. 



1)Religious- 
 The first permanent settlement may have served religious 
purpose, having a permanent resting place(grave) after dead, the 
tribe would have installed priests at the site to perform the 
appropriate rituals. Subsequently, the place of worship(temple) 
became a centre of attraction and helped in the development of 
settlement. E.g. Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh. 

 



2) Cultural- 
 The settlement may also served as a place to house women 
and children, permitting the men to wander further in their 
search for food. Women worked on home crafts-such as pots, 
baskets, clothes and other household goods, using materials 
gathered by men. E.g. Shantiniketan- Bolpur in West Bengal. 



3)Political/Military- 
 To protect the tribe’s members, youths(soldiers) were 
stationed in the settlement. The settlement were also the base 
for political leaders, who needed a strategic location from which 
to protect the tribe’s land claim. E.g. Chandannagar, Barrakpur in 
West Bengal. 



4) Economic- 

 Tribe was gathering surplus food for the people in the 
settlement i.e. tried to bring extra in case of hard times such as 
drought, fold or war. The settlement thus acquired an economic 
role to store extra supply of food. The settlement could serve as 
neutral ground for different people who could stay together and 
perform socio-economic activity. E.g. Surat in Gujrat. 



 Not only the site and layout of the village, but the 
geography of the houses often age-old religious and magical 
traditions. The villages also differ in the type of associations, 
tribal panchayats, party based organizations and the 
infrastructures regarding  all these separately. That is why, a 
Indian village is different from Japanese or Italian or Canadian or 
Brazilian village. 




