
Good Governance 



Governance 

 Governance is the act of governing or ruling. It is the set of rules and laws 

frame by the government that are to be implemented through the 

representatives of the states. Simply put, governance is what governments 

do. 



Definition of Good Governance 

 “ Good Governance entails SOUND PUBLIC SECTOR MANAGEMENT( Efficiency 

Effectiveness and Economy), ACCOUNTABILITY, EXCHANGE AND FREE FLOW OF 

INFORMATION (Transparency) and a LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR DEVELOPMENT 

(Justice, Respect for Human Rights and Liberties).”  

       United Nation Public Administration 



Characteristics of Good Governance 

 1.Participatory 

 2.Consensus oriented 

 3.Accountability 

 4.Transperncy 

 5. Responsiveness 

 6. Effective and Efficient 

 7. Equitable and inclusive 

 8. Rule of law 

      



Participatory 

 Participation by both men and women is a key cornerstone of good 

governance. Participation could be either direct or through legitimate 

intermediate institution or representative. Participation needs to be informed 

and organized. 



Consensus oriented 

 There are several actors and as many view points in a given society. Good 

governance requires mediation of the different interests in society to reach a 

broad consensus in society on what is in the best interest of the whole 

community and how this can be achieved. It also requires a broad and long 

term perspective on what is needed for sustainable human development and 

how to achieve the goals of such developments. 



ACCOUNTABILITY 

 Accountability is a key requirement of good governance . Not only 

governmental institutions but also the private sector and civil society 

organizations must be accountable to the public and to their institutional 

stakeholders. Accountability cannot be enforced without transparency and 

the rule of law. 



TRANSPARENCY 

 Transparency means that decisions taken and their enforcement are done in a 

manner that follows rules and regulations. 



RESPONSIVENESS 

 Responsiveness Good governance requires that institutions and processes try 

to serve all stakeholders within a reasonable timeframe… 



EFFECTIVENESS & EFFICIENCY 

 The concept of efficiency in the context of good governance also covers the 

sustainable use of natural resources and the protection of the environment… 



EQUITY & INCLUSIVENESS 

 A society’s well being depends on ensuring that all its members feel that they 

have a stake in it and do not feel excluded from the mainstream of society. 

This requires all groups, but particularly the most vulnerable, have 

opportunities to improve or maintain their well being… 



RULE OF LAWS 

 Good governance requires fair legal frameworks that are enforced impartially. 

It also requires full protection of human rights, particularly those of 

minorities. Impartial enforcement of laws requires an independent judiciary 

and an impartial and incorruptible police force. 



Strategies for Good Governance 

 1. Reorienting priorities of the state through appropriate investment in 

human needs, and provision of social safety nets for the poor and 

marginalized 

 2. Strengthening state institution 

 3.Enhancing civil service capacity through reform measures that matches 

performance and accountability 

 4.Forging new alliances with civil society 

 5. Introducing appropriate reforms in the functioning of Parliament and 

increasing its effectiveness 


