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Introduction 

• The period of English literature from 1700 to 
1798 

• John Dryden passes away in 1700 and “The 
Lyrical Ballads” is published in 1798. 

• Much-quoted comment of Mathew Arnold – ‘the 
age of prose and reason, our excellent and 
indispensable 18th century’. 

• No good poetry was written in this age, and even 
poetry became ‘prosaic’. 

• Neo-classical and /or neo-Augustan age. 
 



Features 

• Age of Prose and Reason. 

• General adherence to rules and regulations as 
laid down by classical masters. 

• Age of economic and political stability 

• Rise of bi-party political system. 

• Rise of the Middle Class. 

• Clubs and coffee-houses. 

• Periodicals and Novels 

 



Spirit of the Enlightenment. 
 

• State is the effective tool for preserving individual’s 
rights 

• Democracy is the best form of government 
• Individual dignity is above everything, and personal 

freedom and liberation of mind is most important 
things 

• Equality in all spheres of life 
• Scientific method is considered the best apparatus to 

address nature. 
• Reason is more valuable than religion or individual 

faith 



Literary Periodization 
 

• Age of Alexander Pope or Neo-Augustan Age : 
1700 to 1750 

• Age of Dr. Johnson : 1750 to 1780 

• Transitional Poetry or the Precursors of 
Romanticism : 1780 to 1798 

 



18th Century Mores 

• Age of Economic Independence of the writers. 

• New structures regarding class and gender. 

• A new rhetoric of literature, full of subversion 
and innuendo. 

• Grub Street realities. 

• A bold stride towards cultural modernism. 

 



Conclusion 

• An age of new experimentation in literature. 

• An age of scientific enquiry into the socio-
literary realities. 

• An age of female wits. 

• An age of sentiment and sensation. 

• The Augustan scholarship. 



Concluding Remark 

• Dr. Johnson says : ‘The only end of writing is to 
enable the readers better to enjoy life, or 
better to endure it.’ 



 

 

Thank You. 

 


