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• The concept of a "Stone Age" is found useful in the 
archaeology of most of the world, though in the archaeology 
of the Americas it is called by different names and begins with 
a Lithic stage, or sometimes Paleo-Indian. The sub-divisions 
described below are used for Eurasia, and not consistently 
across the whole area.  
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Palaeolithic 
Main article: Paleolithic 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paleolithic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map-of-human-migrations.svg


• Map of early human migrations, according to mitochondrial 
population genetics. Numbers are millennia before the 
present (accuracy disputed). 

• "Palaeolithic" means "Old Stone Age", and begins with the 
first use of stone tools. The Paleolithic is the earliest period of 
the Stone Age.  
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• The early part of the Palaeolithic is called the Lower 
Palaeolithic, which predates Homo sapiens, beginning with 
Homo habilis (and related species) and with the earliest stone 
tools, dated to around 2.5 million years ago. Evidence of 
control of fire by early humans during the Lower Palaeolithic 
Era is uncertain and has at best limited scholarly support 
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• The most widely accepted claim is that H. erectus or H. 
ergaster made fires between 790,000 and 690,000 BP (before 
the present period) in a site at Bnot Ya'akov Bridge, Israel. The 
use of fire enabled early humans to cook food, provide 
warmth, and have a light source at night.  
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Mesolithic 
Main article: Mesolithic 
Dugout canoe 
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• The Mesolithic, or Middle Stone Age (from the Greek mesos, 
'middle', and lithos, 'stone'), was a period in the development 
of human technology between the Palaeolithic and Neolithic 
periods of the Stone Age.  
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• The Mesolithic period began at the end of the Pleistocene 
epoch, some 10,000 BP, and ended with the introduction of 
agriculture, the date of which varied by geographic region. In 
some areas, such as the Near East, agriculture was already 
underway by the end of the Pleistocene, and there the 
Mesolithic is short and poorly defined. In areas with limited 
glacial impact, the term "Epipalaeolithic" is sometimes 
preferred.  
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Neolithic 
Main article: Neolithic 
Entrance to the Ġgantija phase temple complex of Ħaġar Qim, Malta, 3900 BCE 
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An array of Neolithic artifacts, including bracelets, axe heads, chisels, and polishing tools. Neolithic 

stone artifacts are by definition polished and, except for specialty items, not chipped 
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• Neolithic" means "New Stone Age." Although there were 
several species of human beings during the Paleolithic, by the 
Neolithic only Homo sapiens sapiens remained. Homo 
floresiensis may have survived right up to the very dawn of 
the Neolithic, about 12,200 years ago.)  
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The monumental building at Luni 
sul Mignone in Blera, Italy, 3500 
BCE. 
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Chalcolithic 
Main article: Chalcolithic 
Artist's impression of a Copper Age walled city, Los Millares, Iberia 
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• In Old World archaeology, the "Chalcolithic", "Eneolithic" or 
"Copper Age" refers to a transitional period where early 
copper metallurgy appeared alongside the widespread use of 
stone tools. During this period, some weapons and tools were 
made of copper 
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This period was still largely Neolithic in character. It is 
a phase of the Bronze Age before it was discovered 
that adding tin to copper formed the harder bronze. 
The Copper Age was originally defined as a transition 
between the Neolithic and the Bronze Age. However, 
because it is characterized by the use of metals, the 
Copper Age is considered a part of the Bronze Age 
rather than the Stone Age.  
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Chalcolithic copper mine in Timna 
Valley, Negev Desert, Israel 
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• An archaeological site in Serbia contains the oldest securely 
dated evidence of copper making at high temperature, from 
7,500 years ago. The find in June 2010 extends the known 
record of copper smelting by about 800 years, and suggests 
that copper smelting may have been invented in separate 
parts of Asia and Europe at that time rather than spreading 
from a single source. 
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