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From the Editor...
The Prelude

Ghosts, real ghosts! Hundreds of people in the most advanced countries were dying almost
untreated. And the numbers kept growing in geomptoportion. Eerie it was to know that
some miniscule Corona virus was on rampage. But C@MDot only caused physical

health concerns, it also resulted in a number of psychological disorders and all unsettling
panic. At the individual level, people wesaffering huge losses, and experiencing fear of
getting sick or dying, feeling helpless, and being stereotyped by others, consistently haunted
by anxiety, depression, or insecurity.

Being compelled to stay confined for fourteen days in a containmentlzuméd personally

and intimately feel the trauma of isolation, anxiety, anger, confusion, and stress. The
authorities put us under sever constrictions, but made no arrangement for providing us with
our daily essentials. | felt as if | had committed sdramous crime, like the ancient mariner

of Coleridge, for which | was being punished.

It was a precarious condition. With no physical classes possible, direct interaction among
teachers and students virtually became-existent. Sharing feelings, gossigiand venting

out the penup feelings were all forgotten. Smothered and choked, we felt as if we were all
prisoners, perhaps for eternity.

Online classes were conducted, but all students could not join either because they did not
have the proper interné&cility, or the adequate smgyhones, or sometimes because they

did not know the technical aspects of the digital world they were asked to inhabit. These
students found themselves left out, fearing to lag behind in the battle of survival, and started
suffering from a sense of inferiority. Those who were lucky to have the financial facilities to
cope up with the demands of online classes, were also vulnerable to the psychological
disorders during the COVH29, exhibiting several symptoms of mental trausueh as

emotional distress, depression, stress, mood swings, irritability, insomnia, attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder, and anger.

Monitoring our studentsdé ment al heal th durin

In such a bleak scenario, pagds the best way to sustain us is to try and express ourselves in
a creative manner, manifest the latent beauty that remains tucked inside of us often
unexplored, love someone unselfishly, let things go without any craving or fear, or bond with
the Infinite.

And to my great joy | have found our youthful learners immensely blessed with potentials of
peeping into the Eternal! Intermittently, many of them composed a poem, drew and painted,
or captured a moment of beauty in their camera.
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Pigmentds a collection of some such purely personal renderings. Thelyeggpressions of
young hearts, vibrant minds that refuse to lie low amid adversity, and seek to express
themselves artistically.

| must express my gratitude to Dr. Santanu ChattopdhlgayRtincipal of our college, for his
instantaneous inspiration in publishing thiparnal. Thanks to all my departmental

colleagues for their mental support, and especially to Samyukta Chatterjee for designing and
offering other important technical adsisce in preparing thisjeurnal.

Dr. Ashoke K. Agarwal
Associate Professor
17 October, 2020 Department of English,

Purulia. J. K. College
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Kakali Mandal
UG, sem-3.Dept.Of English.
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The Broken Window

Mr. lyer lives alone, none to take his care,
Tells his age seventyvo, but not a single grey hair.
He has a garden, and sits there the whole day,

Watches the children outside, enjoying their play.

Suddenly a cricket ball hits his window, made of glass,
It takes time for him to walk through the grass.

A small boy enters his house, takes his ball,

Runnirg away quickly, but slips and falls.

Cries out loudly, gets hurt in the knee,

Mr. lyer reaches there, when the clock strikes three.

The boy stops crying and hugs him tightly,
Mr. lyer looks after him, talking politely.
Both the boy and Mr. lyer are nowdnds,
The broken window stays as it is, as a remembrance.
Shruti Mukherjee

(Semester Three. English Hons.)
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One Day We Will Again Be United

One day we will again be united
This epidemic surely out be wiped
Though the world, it is devouring,

I, still optimistic, will feel your breathing.

The rising sun is far more beautiful,
But you too are not neglectful.
| want to sink in the depth of your beauty
You are matchless with your earthly

propriety.

Earlier | lost my path, a wayfarer
And you took me in your shelter.
Now, for a long time, we are together,

Hope, beating this outbreak, lives forever.

As you alwgs remain in my thinking

These lines will make you everlasting.

Sourav Acharya

(Semester Six, English Hons.)
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(JivanMandal. Semester Six, English Hons.)
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Kakali Mandal
UG, sem-3, Dept.Of English.
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Equality
Once, he had a large wood.
Two kinds of trees used to grow:
One was large and healthy,
While the latter was short and frail
As it didndét get proper care
The man di dispadity, | i ke t hi s
He sought equality.
Instead of giving the latter tree,
Proper nourishment to grow to its ability
He cut the large tree and made them equal.
But the former expanded in size again,
Again he cut and made them equal.
But alas! It yielded the samesut,
The formerodés growth remained
While the latter remained frail and stunted.
The equality which was his hea
Never did it ever transpire.
Sourav Acharya

(Semester Six. English Hons)

11
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(ManishaKhandelwal. PosGraduate [English]. Semester Three)
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Jayashree Mahafo
sem - 3rd(M.A.)
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It
It is irritating.
Is it really?
No it is not.
But why do | feel so?
Why does it make me numb (mentally)?
Actually, it is quite soft and unparalel.
But .. .there i ¢sowadsmeays a O6but 6 i

Actual ly, sdldndidd.! i s si mply

Jayashree Mahato

(PostGraduate [English]. Semester Three)
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SNEHA PALIT
Dept. of
English

Semester Vi
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(Sangita Dutta. Postraduate [English]. Semester Three)
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(Asim Kumbhakar. PosBraduate [English]. Semester Three)
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(Moumita Mahato. PosBraduate [English]. Semester Three)
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