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Celebrating Artistic Voices: A Tapestry of Creativity

Welcome to the third edition of Pigments, the e-magazine of Department of English, J. K.
College, Purulia. In the midst of a rapidly changing world, where time seems to slip through
our fingers like sand, we find ourselves reconnecting with you after a year-long hiatus. This
year long gap between the second and third editions of our magazine has given us a chance to
reflect on the importance of artistic expression and the role it plays in our lives. In this
peculiar era of pervasive lethargy and disillusionment, the emergence of this new edition
serves as a resounding voice of assertion, reminding us that amidst the chaos and noise, the
pursuit of art and literature remains an unwavering force, capable of revitalizing our spirits,

and igniting a flame within us.

As T.S. Eliot once wrote, "Between the idea and the reality, between the motion and the act,
falls the shadow." Time often casts its shadow on our aspirations, causing delays and
interruptions. Yet, this long-awaited edition is a testament to our commitment to creativity

and the enduring spirit of our students.

Here we proudly present a vibrant collection of artistic expressions from our talented
students. We are delighted to showcase the exceptional creativity and diverse perspectives
that these young minds have poured into their poems, drawings, paintings, and short stories.
Each piece reflects their individual experiences, imaginations, and voices, woven together to

form a rich and colourful mosaic that captures the essence of the human condition.

The visual arts section deserves special mention offering a glimpse into a world of boundless
imagination. The drawings and paintings are windows to their innermost thoughts and
perceptions. Each stroke of the brush and every pencil line tells a unique story, inviting us to
interpret their visual narratives and connect with their artistic vision. The poems resonate
with raw emotions, encouraging reflection and deep feelings. The short stories challenge our

perspectives, provoking contemplation of the complexities of the human experience.



We express our heartfelt gratitude to our talented students for sharing their creative
endeavours with us. Credit for the beautiful editing and designing of this e-magazine goes to
my colleague Samyukta Chatterjee, Assistant Professor, Department of English and the
editor, who worked tirelessly to make the magazine a reality. I also thank my colleague
Subrata Chowdhury, the member of the editorial board, all our department colleagues, and
especially Dr. Santanu Chattopadhyay, Principal, J. K. College for their unwavering support

and encouragement.

To our readers, we hope this edition of Pigments serves as a catalyst for contemplation,
inspiration, and appreciation of the artistic voices tucked within many of us. Let us immerse
ourselves in the beauty and diversity of these creations and celebrate the immense talent that

resides within us!

Wishing everybody health and prosperity,
Dr. Ashoke Kumar Agarwal,

Associate Professor and Editor-in-Chief
Department of English,

J. K. College, Purulia (W. B.)



Nezuko (from Demon Slayer)

Nilima Mahato

(Postgrad. Sem II)



The Twenty-first Century Will Be the Century of Girls and Women:

Journey From Dependence to Independence

“A woman is the companion of a man, gifted with equal mental capacity.”

The twenty-first century is a time of science and technology. We can see constant
progress in science and technology. There is progress in every field. We have created cutting-
edge missiles, machines, and techniques. Women's roles in the twenty-first century have also
shifted. They are no longer limited to cooking, washing clothes, doing housework, and caring
for their children and families. Women now lead in every field and society, including sports,
commerce, industry, education, health, politics, technology, the navy, the army, and
agriculture.

We have been able to overcome the evils of our society that were prevalent in our
religion, caste, and territory due to advancements in science and technology and the active
participation of women in it. We are now a developing country in which women are self-
sufficient, good managers, have found a way to balance their family responsibilities and the
outside world, and have become earning members of the family as well as responsible for
society. Women's roles in society did not evolve overnight; it took centuries. Years of
struggle, indifference in opinion, inequality, a lack of opportunities, and much more have
occurred. Men and women are both integral parts of society, and growth cannot occur if one
of the genders is subjugated or considered weak and ignored. As a result, priority should be
given not based on gender, but based on the fittest. According to the World Bank, the global
female labour force participation rate increased from 51.1% in 2000 to 54.6% in 2019. In
mainstream sectors such as Media, according to a 2015 survey, found 19% of news experts
and 37% of reporters worldwide were women. Their performance was brilliant in comparison
with men. Talking about the dominating IT industry, after years of tireless effort and
education, the number of women employees has grown by around 30% in IT workforce. Be it
in Medical science, Fashion shows, Acting (Deepika Padukone, Bhanu Rekha), Singing
(Shreya Ghosal, Lata Mangeshkar), Dancing (Saroj Khan, Mrinalini Devi) industry,
Teaching, Politics, Sports (Recently Indian Female Cricket Team formed), etc, women are
nailing it in every single field. They are also seen serving the country and forming
government members as IAS/IPS Officers, presidents like Draupadi Murmu, and Indira
Gandhi who became India's first woman Prime Minister for three consecutive terms. In the
field of Sports, women are embedding their names and giving a tough battle to the opposite
sex. Athletes like Sania Mirza, Mary Kom, Saina Nehwal, P. V Sindhu, Phogat sisters, and
many to mention are giving true womanly sports vibes and are it to the next level. They are
setting examples of "Desh ki Beti kisise kam nahi" by representing gender. When it comes to
the nation's freedom fighters, names like Rani Laxmi Bai, Sarojini Naidu, Begum Hazrat
Mabhal, and Annie Besant not only shed blood for the country but also demonstrated how a
woman could be fierce and loving at the same time. Woman astronauts like Kalpana Chawla
and Sunita Williams and mountain climbers like Bachendri Pal are breaking down gender
barriers in an orthodox patriarchal society and reaching new heights.



Women - Multitaskers: -
W- wisdom.

O- omnipotent.

M- multitasking.

E- electrifying.

N- nurturing.

Before proceeding towards the debate, what does 'multitasking' mean? A multitasker is
someone who can perform two or more tasks simultaneously and effectively which - apart
from the obvious differences - is like what a computer does. So, the main question arises:
How does it apply to a person? Often, we find people referring to "women" as 'Multitaskers'.

Women have traditionally been limited to household chores such as caring for husbands, and
children, stand other family members, cooking food, and so on. They were unrelated to any
outside home tasks in which men were primarily involved. Even the most basic human right,
education, was denied to them. They were regarded as the weaker gender and were frequently
referred to as " Aurat to Mardon ki pair ki juti hoti hai ". They are discriminated against,
torched, insulted, unequaled, abused, separated from every self-giving happiness, and many
other things. This concept gradually evolved, and today we stand in a place where women
rule the world - conquer the world. In today's world, women work alongside men to earn a
living and manage their households with efficiency and patience. Women not only multitask
in their professions, but also in their personal lives, as a daughter, sister, wife, mother,
daughter-in-law, and sometimes both the roles of father and mother, daughter and son. Our
mothers are the best and most prominent examples! She is the first one up in the morning and
the last one to go to bed, and she works and works and works. Bringing up their children,
serving and cooking food for everyone, doing all domestic tasks, going shopping, washing
clothes, and other uncountable things, she never stops, never rests, hardly ever gets tired, and
stays charged up 24 hours a day. They are not done yet. Still, she makes time for herself by
working. So, how should we refer to this being? Perhaps a divine being or someone with
magical abilities!!

This is a woman. Over the years, they have kept everyone's eyes dazzled in the work sectors.
They are flying high in the sky, repairing rockets, educating the world's youth, governing
countries, breaking sports records all over the world, and who knows what else! They are
perfectly balancing their private life with their work-life; domestic life with professional life,
and thus today's women cannot be confined to houses - they have their own identity, social
respect, and economic independence, and make their husbands and fathers proud of them.

""Ajki beti ki himmat aur junoon dono rakhti ha'!!!

As aresult, I'd like to conclude my article by discussing the position of women, which has
greatly improved in many ways. Her social status and freedom increased, though inequality
remained; the early marriage system changed, resulting in many missed opportunities; dowry
was abolished; widow remarriage was legalized; and divorce made their lives easier. Their
status has been changed from 'nothing' to 'everything'. Let us hope for an impartial and
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developing world in the coming era, where the focus should be on making the country better
rather than indulging in World War III (Gender feud).

Prerna Chandra

(Undergrad. Sem II)
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Paper-boat

Annapurna Singha

(Alumna)
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Old

And then it hits you that
your parents are getting old.
That their cough and aches
are longer than necessary,
that they wake up from

sleep like babies, that they need

a hand to hold, searching for support.

And in moments like this...

roles change, the one who used

to be your anchor, needs you to
take their place.

And you bury that anger, the poison

that led to several regrets;

all you want are a few more healthy days.

No choking smell of hospitals or

pill after pill, just a few more good conversations and happy leisure days.

“I’m there for you, always”, that's all

we want to say. I'm here, your little child,

ready to hold your hand.

Annapurna Singha

(Alumna)
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Lord Ganesh
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Tanushka Pandey
(Undergrad. Sem II)
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Swami Vivekananda

Swami Vivekananda was an important pillar of the society

An inspiration for all because of his knowledge, will power and charity.
He chose the path that was honest and fair

A virtuous life he lived and cultivated followers with flair

He has been the leader par excellence for generations

There can’t be another Vivekananda but one can follow his direction
We are the youth and have the power to change the ills of society

By distinguishing what is right and what wrong while living with moral clarity
By changing ourselves we can build a good character with ruth

Then we’ll be the pride and inspiration for the next generation of youth
Great journeys begin with small steps and helpful collaborations

Just as drops of water go on to make mighty oceans.

Nibedita Show
(Undergrad. Sem VI)
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Two Peas in a Pod

&7y

Annapurna Singha

(Alumna)




Once

Once my teacher with short hair and

sharp tongue taught me to write

short, simple and sweet;

and then my friend with frog eyes

demanded me, to never be ordinary, to

see the unseen, to write beautifully;

and I recollect my sister teaching me

to dive deep into emotion, to feel

the pain and joy of characters;

and then there were my professors

hauling me with Portrait and Macbeth,
Austen and Woolf;

and then there was life and music,

books and movies and friends like various
chapters in a book, disclosing truth after truth
about death and beauty and terror.

And then there was my little mind like

a bell jar capturing ideas like fireflies,

lit with a luminous glow, letting my thoughts flow.
So, I wrote word after word,

till I could arrange them like beautiful beads strung together,
till I could sing them like a lyrical verse,

till they can disperse like pollen

and be planted in your heart and brain,

till they can grow in you

and give rise to another thought.

17
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Nadu Gopal

Binit Karmakar

(Undergrad. Sem II)
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(Post-graduate. Sem II)
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Man with the Burdened Cycle

Annapurna Singha (Alumna)

21



Inspiration

Once inspiration knocks

at your door, don't let it go.

Hold onto it and give
rise to this tide that climbs
high to unite with the

moonlight.

Don't let it go because it
slips faster than the sand,
leaving your hand,

to never get caught again.

22
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nd Girl

Sudipa Dutta

(Undergrad. Sem IV)

23



A Place of Brotherhood

Even before the division and now after Independence

We are together

Separated by topography but altruistically
United by hearts

Distinguished by states but uniform by

Democracy, liberty and freedom

We fight, we argue but there’s always a place

Of brotherhood in our lives.

Misunderstood by our thoughts but understood

By our positive bonds and desires.

Aliya Mushtaque
(Undergrad. Sem 1V)
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The Boat in the Ghat

-

Binit Karmakar

(Undergrad. Sem II)
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(Post-grad. Sem 1V)
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Two Swans

t Karmakar

Bini

(Undergrad. Sem II)
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Tufan Mahato
(Undergrad. Sem V)



Detailed Mandala Art
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BEAUTY OF SEASONS

How mesmerizing you are Oh you Autumn!

You create the shades of yellow and orange in Nature
And a bed of dry leaves on ground

As if like the trees to be bare

Just look how the clouds of monsoon have disappeared
The grains -yellow and ripened stare at us

A smell of festivity rises from you

You the bringer of ecstasy!

How calm you are Oh you Chilly Winter!

Freezing us like the lifeless stones

Living beings just become restless in search of heat
You wrap the morning with your foggy curtain

The only word comes to mind-Hibernate

Silence everywhere

You the bringer of death!

How colourful you are Oh you Spring!

Throwing multiple colours into the lap of nature

So soothing -so embalming -so nourishing

The mother of tiny fresh leaves

Those colourful flowers lure the ladies to put them in their bun
The melodious song of cuckoo

Bright red Palash trees with scattered flowers on the ground
Lovers wait eagerly for you

Oh the season of love!
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How fierce you are oh you Summer!

Cracks and burns on the earth

Sucking water from it

Only the search is for cool air and water

Clouds and thunderstorms follow you

Smell of mouth- watering mangoes, jackfruits and blackberries
Bees and flies humming and hovering.

Oh the bringer of perspiring heat!

How moist you are oh you Monsoon!
Calming down the dust

Washing away the dirt

Hiding the mighty sun with your clouds.
Sometimes cause greenery, sometimes flood.
People fed up with wet clothes

Oh the source of water!

Shreya Mukherjee
(Undergrad. Sem VI)
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Tigress and Her Cub

Binit Karmakar (Undergrad. Sem II)
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Tufan Mahato
(Undergrad. Sem IV)
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Moustachioed Man
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