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-Abstract

This paper <teals with the economic life ol' eastern India in the frrst half of early medieval period. We are dealing

*irh a pcriod when the Palas in Bengal an<l llihar, the Salasthambas of Assam, and the Bhaunrakaras of Orissa

ru"r. *'*Ling their pulses felt in the fotitical scenario of.eastcrn India. We have dealt both with rural and urbart

econom) oithe concerned region in our paper. Our sources have been mainly archaeological excavations and

rnscriptions.
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Introduction

Thc connotation eastem India comprises the states of West Bengal, Bihar, parts of Asr;am and

parrs of Orissa cf modern India. As E. H. Can has defined HistCIry as a continuous diaiogue

between the past and present, so do we agree? History is a continuous commentary on the

economic, politicai, religious and social life of our forefathers. And in this paper we will

tc rrch on the economic life of a nsglected period of the eastern region of India'

We are dealing with the economy of a period when the political scene was hovered

oi t,r hy the Palas of Bengal and Bihar, Salasthambas of Assam and Bhaumakaras of Orissa.

The economy of the concemed period was mostly based on land, The income source

oi the state was based on land tenure and land based products. There were monastic

establishments, administrative centers, political csnters and also port-cities which served as

irade centers and centerPort.

Objectives

The concerned period in the study suffers from paucity of sources. We have tried to re-

construct tle economic History through epigraphic records and Archaeological excavations

conducted in this region and have tried to bring out the rural and urban econolily of the

period concerned.

Rural Economy
The rural economy of eastern India was based on land tenure, Epigraphic records draw our

atfention to akshaya nivi-tlharmct as well as to the system of sale and gift of land far pious

irurposes, and to the details of boundary marks (which may be natural or by sueh devices as

riirmanent marks by chaff and charcoai lchira-kala-sthayu+*th'angar-adinam chihnaih ll]
cr pegs of bsautiful desigrr lKamal-alxha-mal-afikita tzl. A de{inite and comprehensive

account of the nature of lands and conditions of tenure is not possible [3]. Three kinds of

lands were donated throughout this period: revenue &ee (,!anradayahalrya), untilled

,,,rytrahata)and faliow land {Khita Kshetra). Lands were granted by Pala kings for some pious
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